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THE WESTERN
LANDCARE YOUTH
NETWORK OVERVIEW
What is the
Network?

The Western Landcare Youth Network is an
annual program aimed at providing young people
with a platform to explore a future in agriculture
and the environment with access to skills training
in these fields. The Network allows Far West youth
to connect with each other and make a difference
to their communities under the guidance and
assistance of mentors. Students also make a
difference to their communities by developing local
environmental projects that they carry out. These
three areas of activity form the core of the
network; learn, grow, contribute.

Why was it
created?

The formation of this Network is a response to a
need identified by Western Landcare NSW and
local land managers in the region for younger
people to gain an interest in land management and
natural resource management and to have access
to real opportunities in those fields.

2018
Program

In 2017 Western Landcare NSW launched the first
intake of the program in Broken Hill with funding
from Local Land Services Western. Local
Landcare Coordinator, Martha Gouniai, developed
and ran the program. 13 students participated from
5 high schools; Wilcannia Central School,
Menindee Central School, Broken Hill High School,
Willyama High School and Alesco High School.
After a successful year plans are underway to
continue the program into 2018 and beyond.

2017 INTAKE
13 students
5 Indigenous
5 Female
8 Male

Meetings

5 Youth at Risk
6 Farming
background

6 face to face training days
including an intensive training
week.

5 High Schools
Menindee Central
School

2 Students

Wilcannia Central
School

2 Students &
1 Supervisor

Broken Hill High
School

4 Students &
1 Supervisor

Willyama High
School

2 Students

Alesco Far
West High School

3 Students

Standing L to R: Josh De'Torre, Jack Picton, Robert Briar, Riley Barnes, Rhys Faithfull, Shae Lockett
Kneeling: Saxon Luke, Ewan Tavian, Shanae Elliott, Kate Bright and Martha Gouniai
Absent: Michael Stokes, Caroline Hunter and Christine Hunter

TRAINING

1080 & CANID
PEST EJECTOR
Focusing on safety and legislation, this
training covered the safe handling of
1080 as a meat bait for ground baiting or
used for a pest ejector to target wild dogs
and foxes. The training also looked at the
methodology for the release of rabbit
viruses and opportunities for feral pig
baits. Other pest animals included in the
training were feral cats and camels and
the need for integration of trapping and
shooting for pest animal control.
This training was run by Grant Davis,
Biosecurity Officer with Local Land
Services Western.
TRAINING

CHEMICAL
CERTIFICATE
AQF-3

The Chemical Handling Certificate is a
nationally recognised accreditation for
the safe handling of restricted
chemicals. Tailored towards weed
control and pest management, students
went through safe transport and
storage, chemical application, risks and
hazard control and record keeping and
reporting for chemical use.
This course was provided by ChemCert
and is valid for 5 years from
accreditation.

TRAINING

LOW STRESS
STOCK HANDLING
WITH WORKING
DOGS
Working dog trainer Dave Whitby ran
a workshop on methods and
techniques for training working dogs
to most effectively work with stock.
He then took the participants through
the principles of moving stock
including how to read a mob and how
to control them using body
positioning. Students were able to
practice these techniques and build
confidence in working with stock
animals.
TRAINING

CHAINSAWS
OPERATION &
MAINTENANCE

Chainsaws are a useful but dangerous
tool. Students gained an understanding
for the hazards and risks associated
with their use and developed the right
techniques and best practice
for chainsaw use. From start to finish,
students went through preparing the
chainsaw, safe handling and use, and
cleaning up and storage post use.
Students received a qualification in
chainsaws offered through training
provider Treetec.

MENTOR

MILES
CLOTHIER
PRESIDENT
BARRIER FIELD
NATURALISTS

Miles provided an insight into the local
ecology of Broken Hill by sharing the
story of the Regeneration Reserves
and their role in protecting Broken Hill
from dust storms and highlighting the
need for regenerative land practices.
Miles also showed the students how to
create self-watering planters by upcycling used milk bottles.

MENTOR

MARTHA
GOUNIAI
LOCAL
LANDCARE
COORDINATOR

Bringing together students, teachers,
trainers and those working in the
agricultural sphere, Martha provided an
example to the students of how to turn
an idea into a reality. She guided the
students throughout all of their training,
and supported them when they felt like
they couldn't succeed. Martha worked
with students in the delivery of their
environmental service projects as well
as connecting students with job
opportunities and further training.

MENTOR

MARILYN
HARVY
OWNER
PINE POINT
STATION

Marilyn ran workshops with the students
on eradicating Mesquite using the cut
paint method and demonstrated how to
use GPS technology for land
management. Students used GPS units
to mark each plant they treated as part
of a long term exercise in monitoring the
success of each kill.
Students worked in groups to cut the
Mesquite, paint on Access and mark the
location.

A Support Network for Young People
In 2018 the Youth Network participants will get together for one day each month
where they will meet a variety of mentors and undertake a wide range of workshops
including plant identification and propagation, emerging technology workshops and
even brain training, all aimed at raising the caliber of the youth and providing them
access to industry professionals and community leaders who can support them on
their journeys.
The training component will be delivered over two intensive training weeks, one in
each half of the year. This training will include fencing, chemical certification,
trapping and mustering.
Participants will leave this program with the confidence and skills to pursue work or
further education in agriculture with an appreciation of the local environment and
their responsibility to protect it.

Program Partners and Supporters
This program would not have been possible without the contribution of our many partners and
supporters including Local Land Services Western who funded the program and their staff Mitch
Plumbe and Grant Davis for their support, Marilyn and Ron Harvy at Pine Point Station who
hosted the chainsaw training and mesquite workshop, the Andrews family at Avondale Station for
hosting the stock handling training,
Thanks also go to Di Toynton from Broken Hill High School for her incredible support as well as
Danielle Hunt from Wilcannia Central School. Thanks also to the teachers at Menindee School
and Williyama High School for their efforts.
Special thanks also goes to the Demo Club for providing the facilities for Chemical Training free
of charge and Totally Workwear for the bulk boots purchase.
A final thank you goes to the incredible students who made this program a success for 2017.
These young men and women are a constant example of the capacity of our local youth. They
were dedicated, enthusiastic and most of all appreciative of the opportunity that they were given
to be part of the first intake of the Western Landcare Youth Network. These students are the
future caretakers of the land, we owe it to them to invest in them and allow them every
opportunity to build their skills and experience as the next generation of Landcarers.

Future Partners
We look forward to working alongside our existing and new partners for the 2018 program. To
find out how you can be involved in this initiative please contact the program coordinator:
Martha Gouniai
Local Landcare Coordinator, Western Landcare NSW
M | 0449 956 819 E | martha.gouniai@lls.nsw.gov.au

The Western Landcare Youth Network is proudly
offered as a partnership program

